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verse respecting the beneficiaries, indicates that the zakat,
when it is given, becomes the property of the person to
whom it was given. Consequently, the zakat may not be
appropriated for impersonal purposes, such as the building
of mosques, bridges, repairing of roads, draining of rivers,
etc.'1 Likewise, the zakat is not disbursed for fitting out the
dead for burial or for paying their debts. Neither is it al-
lowable to give the zakat to the insane or the undiscerning
minor (gayr murahiq), unless it be given to his guardian,
such as the father; but it may be given to the minor who
has reached the age of discernment. For the same reason,
a person may not dispose of his zakat in settlement of the
price of a slave he has bought, in order to set him free.
According to Abu Yusuf, he may feed (ibahah) the people
of his household, intending this for the settlement of his
zakat debt, but according to Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan he
may not do so; however, the accepted view is that of Abu
Yusuf.

Malik agrees with the Hanifites that the zakat may not
be disbursed for the fitting out of the dead for burial or for
the building of mosques, on the ground that zakat is not
intended for the dead but for the living, such as the poor.2
What is true of mosques is also1 true of the construction of
bridges, the payment of the salaries of judges and of imams,
etc., that is, purposes of public utility (masalih), because
these are not specified in the Koran verse cited. However,
the salaries of the functionaries mentioned may be paid from
the zakat in case they have not been paid from the public
treasury. We already saw that one Malikite view brought
such persons within the scope of the expression " the way

1 There is, however, a way of getting around this difficulty, as ex-
plained in the section on cunning, under Collection.

2 Mudawwanah, p. 59; cf. Kharashi, pp. 120, 123.